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A 


P  B  E  L  U  D  E. 

Through  '"'anhinr'ton  to  Jerusalem. 

No  name  "better  illvistrates  the  historical  Jesus  thnn  th^t  of  Abraham  Lincoln; 
reasonably  near  to  our  time,  v.-ith  documents  numlNrous  and  lenathy,  here  was  a  man 
of  men  immersed  in  the  social  struggle  of  his  time:     a  great  man.      Yet  a  man  of 
mystical  force,  one  who  believed  that  the  ways  of  God  are  mysterious  and  profound 
beyond  all  coinprehension:     and  a  man  who  could  set  within  English  s^^eech  three 
speeches  thst  are  surpassed  only  by  The  Bible  and  Shakespeare. 

If  we  cannot  bo  sure  of  meeting  Jesus  as  he  walked  through  Galilee,  died 
upon  Calvary,  it  is  strangely  true  we  are  not  quite  sure  of  all  the  f&cts  of  even 
The  President,    "".'ere  any  cf  his  cabinet  involved  in  the  assassination?     Did  the 
impressive  brilliance  of  Donati's  comet  in  1858  str^^ngely  influence  the  mind  of  the 
public,  make  them  more  ready  to  hear,  to  listen  to  this  prophet  fro-,  the  far  places 
of  their  land? 

Did  astronomers  find  revision  of  the  orbit  of  this  comet  possible  it  would 
indeed  be  odd  if  it  could  be  the  Star  of  Bethlehem. 

If  nothing  was  to  be  expected  from  Nazareth,  yet  one  of  startling  ability 
moved  through  that  history  with  meteoric  impressiveness,  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
there  was  in  the  unknovm  figure  from  the  backwoods  a  something  that  enforced  respect. 
If  never  man  spoke  like  Jesus  how  strange  that  the  gaunt  tall  dark  rugged  man  of 
sad  serenity  spoke  as  rarely  politician  or  statesman  ever  speaks. 

VJhen  Lincoln  w?^s  but  twenty  three,  struggling  to  live,  he  went  mth  some  others 
to  hear  a  Dr.  Peter  Akers:  a  three  hour  sermon  is  an  event;  and  has  time  to  develop 
a  Fvest  th<^me:     'American  slavery  will  come  to  an  end  in  some  near  decade,  1  think 

in  the  sixties.'      Then  the  preacher  cried  out:     'V/ho  can  tell  but  that  the  man 
wl.o  shall  lead  us  through  this  strife  may  be  standing  in  this  presence.'      And  a 
hush  fell.      Back  home  Lincoln  said  'when  the  preacher  was  describing  the  cxvil  war 
I  distinctly  saw  myself,  as  in  second  sight,  bearing  an  important  part  in  that 
strife. • 

Asked  the  next  day  why  so  haggarfl,  what's  the  matter,  Lincoln  said:     'I  am 
utterly  un«ble  to  shake  myself  free  from  the  conviction  that  I  shall  be  involved 
in  that  terrible  war.'      Is  there  a  p-rallel  to  the  baptism  of  Jesus  in  this 
eT^isode?     Even  were  both  mvth  they  would  both  be  equplly  significant.      But  as 
the  American  story  is  true  it  helps  confirm  the  gospel  that  a  young  man  saw  the 
Holy  Spirit,  as  a  dove,  descend:     giving  celestial  accolade  to  The  Knxghts  of  God: 
how  poor  all  other  titles  are  against  the  radiant  shining  titles  given  to  Jesus 
by  the  evangelists.      Truly  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  the  gospels  created  Jesus,  Son 
of  Man,  Son  of  God,  Messiah,  The  Christ,  The  Saviour  of  the  ^orld. 

And  the  Admiration,  the  Devotion  men  gave  to  the  historical  Jesus  as  the 
titles  widened,  deepened,  elevated,  this  became  its  own  best  evidence  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  promised  to  follow  Calvary  did  indeed  enter  history. 

•Never  rar.n  soake  like  this  man'  is  finely  illustrated  in  the  Great  Debate 
Tvhen  Judr^e  Douglas  met  Lincoln  at  Alton.      The  deep.,  set  eyes,  the  prominent  jaw, 
the  brawny  hand  -  yet  above  all  the  words,  The  7/ord,  this  triumphed  over  all  hearers. 
Was  something  near  to  this  the  secret  of  far  Galilee  when  One  came  from  sunlit 
Galilee  to  Jerusalem  to  tell  his  glad  tidings  of  Redemption;  soc:.8l  and  personal. 
But  Jesds  found  Calv.ary,  while  the  lesser,  great  against  all  others,  found  assassin- 
ation. 

Before  an  almost  incredible  rise  to  eminence  from  nothingness  no  one  appears 
to  have  spotted  Lincoln:     did  any,  other  than  The  Virgin  Mother,  m  the  secrecy  of 
love  for  her  first  bom,  did  any  other  see  in  the  precocious  boy  seated  ,miongst  the 
doctors.  The  One. 

Lincoln's  str.^n^e  solitariness,  even  in  his  times  in  court,  certainly  in  his 
cabine    tlie,  thi3  is  .ery  near  to  The  Ten^tation  in  the^mderness,  the  Gethsemane 
loneliness.      But  this  parallel  add:3  little  to  our  deep  love  of  Jesus:     though  it 
does  mak:  ;is  humanity  lore  h,unan.      We  see  hi.  as  he  was:    Admiration  supplements 
Incarn-ition  as  a  mortal  word  to  speak  of  the  divine. 


Sit  in  1  .neliness  v;.lth  the  i-i-^ressiv'  moniim».,)-       t  •      i  . 
are  not  priTiloped  to  visit  '^m^rioCtr^iliZ^Ttt  if  you 

you  your  e,-.;rly  msrtioo^;  lookin^.  nt  you  Tdth  nr.Jt'^nl  "-'""k^  So,™  to  share  with 

that  ,v.Uk3.  /.nd  oom,  le.,,  railuonfh^i  thu?  It^^S''-'''-'-  /  J"  ^"i-'^rse  in  a  statue 
Jesus  Christ,  The  Saviour  of  the  C]d    „,  '  1^  J^^^^.'T /'"'-eth.  The  Lcni 

hlBtorv  told  by  Knrk:     .3  recorded  b    ;he  , off luj/^    l^ptnxng  fl.,.,;,„3  of  divine 
of  irn,rortal  beauty  „e  n^e  ifetthe.^:     as   ,hi=ne2d  t      ^  r""''^"''  ^"^^^ 

stethoscope  that  asked  all  men  to  sav  Ah-     ;  f  "  '7^"^  *<"^i«r 

and  then,  then,  the  bridf>e  Z\f°/,  \  gi'aotous  story  all  homes  name  Luke: 

an  old  old         rteX'te°:orlr:f1tTr::i"'lif::''  I--  -  John, 

gave  to  t^is  prophetic  a'Len^sf "f'  ^^g^  des^^'^If^^l"'  ^°T""^' 

gliTipse  into  the  youthful  vision  of  Jeaus-    Ho,    r  ^'      ^^"''^^       "'^lA  h.-.ve  a  lil.e 
Or  was  h.s  vision  of  an  even  Sgher  elevaiion  L  rS^t''%  r""-  «i^<=" 
within  the  warped  idiom  of  his  fime,  thlf  soLit  1  ft  ''^'^ 
valuable  as  political  freedo.  .ould'be.  ^^^^--11/^-^?::^: 

qualiJ;  ^srhfvf  beT'I^  J^^^L^'^  Scol''"\°'"  "^'-^  "'^ect.      A  like 

legal  practise  unknot™,  no  one  to  meet  h^:  Sj^^^'^         "»»  «-«t,a  into  his 
left,  as  President  of         uSLd  Stages  Tl-kld  v     ?  ^"""f  P^^^ii'^-r  man 

human  force.'      How  came  it  th*t  witM^'b  r+      ^  friends,  po-,,or,  fa^.e  and  all 
upon  himself  a  naticnrfamerhL  ^^'preferen^^^^^^  S^---*-/ 
others  of  even  deeper  meanini    until  a^f  i^^r      .  ?       ^  °^ 

The  Savicn-  of  the  WorM.      ^itr^t  f  f e>v  v  T    "  ^^^^-^i^e  Jesus  Christ. 

period  of  public  service    Jes^  b^ote  aU  b^SKr^fHI^e'^  iT' 

years,  unending  honour.  oarrxer.  ..n  tx-Te  and  hxstor:/;  after  few 

Lincoln's  po-.ver  over  words,  sijncle  wo-ds    tnV<-^       ^..r  a-  ■ 
read  several  times  each  tin^e  we'reaZ^yet  neve^  tire         tL  ^l^^^^^^'' 
reading  allo-.^s  deep  iirpressicn  to  meditate       V.^^i  J;..     ^      fnterv.x  tv,axt  the 
assuredly  his  po.^r  over  si.^ple  v.ords  is  final       ?  k/'  '™  ^^"'^^ 

sinr.licity.      The  Beatitudes  are  fln^l  in  d^^^^      i^'e  par^ables  .re  so  final  in  their 
BO  briefly  set,  tell  so  much.  ^^^^""^  brevxty:     never  did  si:.ple  .voxxls, 

changed'o?^:i^ion^,':venoh'"i^^^^^^  '"^'"^^  ^^^^  ^^^-^  my  have 

extraordinary  good  n^ws.  I  a^n  tZ  c^l^  ot  u  ^f^^J^^^^  °f  ordxnn_r.y  words  telling 
passages,  aU  these  are  told  Tn  sentences  S''    "^'  ^""^  ''""^  ^"'^  Co^nforter 

Mother  tallcin,  bed-wise  to  te:^!:^:^.^;'^^^::'^.:!^^'^, 
a  hidden  povrer. 


V— -jr  ;.-uicj.y  wuras  XHey  could  be 
Yet  they  are  laore  than  this.  There 


:nSL*^?  ::r'^tuL!?!:"'  "^zr^:^'- -^'^^^t^n-:^^,.,,^^ 

consecrate  .  ,,e  cannorhallo,  !  |hi"  ^roSf  "  cannot 

struggled  here  hsve  consecrated  it^fa?    w'  ^^''^'"="-  ""^ 

^^-^^^^^^^^  ^  ^r^ty^- :-;;--f  •••• 

are  i^^o^-t^^a^.^;:-  N^o  Z^^^^tj:^!^  "^^-''^         'T^  -  ' 

nnrdr:„-jtjs^xr^f^ei%™^fi;  IFr^-- 

It  only  is  ri^ht  that  at  the  l^^et^Z^;^^-:^:- 

^:'^Lo^*'ir;i:i-oSii;:u-:i^^'i-^*^  .."SLr^^^jisr-^Sa 

I2a«g«i».-      Greater  than  hisf^JaA  ^^2^^ '^^^-^^^'^''*^      ^^'^  ^'<=^'- 
Lfncom  realised  in  <-rea"ness  JesS^  °r  Philosopher  Lincoln  n.de  hiritor-/:     .nd  rhat 
Persor.al  .md  Social  Salemptxon  -ohieved,  becoming  The  Pattern  of  our 


^■or  t!ie  one  person  who  could  describe  the  B-ittl..       r-.it  . 
one  million  know  a  great  deal  about  thrwordroft^SiSs  "*''™  ^"^ 

word:    and  at  the  end,  is  The  Vford.  ^         "'^S^^^-^ns  »as  the 


xc; 


For  tv^e  one  thousand  .^o  couW  tell  The  Thoughts  of  Marcus  '  urelius    Emperor  of 

•Romc.n-.    there  are  ten  million  v/ho  can  nearly  recxte  The  Beatitudes.      He  that 
ITs  e^rto  ^sTlS  hin  read  again;     observing  the  childlike  .^^licity;  yet  cvexy 
sentence  patterned  on  The  Book  of  Proverbs,  holds  within  its  smplxcity  the  later 
thout^hrirl'^  nighty  and  influential  books  on  x^eligion  and  philosorhy  However 
did  St.  John  Sre  To  Irite:     'if  .11  were  written  do.^  concerr.ing  Je.us  the  -vrorld 
itself  would  not  hold  all  the  books.' 

As  romer  well  knew,  as  every  peasant  knows  an:!  ever-/  motorist  knows.  Time 
P.te  ^d  ^eath  are  The  Lrds  of  the  Universe,  sombre  and  dark  behind         other  gods; 
whe?h^?  on  the  Lland  of  Bali,  whether  in  Moscow,  Pekin,  Yrashington,  London  East 
or    est  Berlin,  all  gods  axe  human  imaginings,  set  upon  the  dark  back  drop  xhat 
?omer  rsmed.      Sin.  I  song  of  dollars  or  man  the  anti  aircraft,  let  gaxe.y  or  sad- 
!ness  bf  th;  mood  of  the  hour,  gentle  and  soothing  Death  will  take  m.an,  beast  or 
apple  tree  to  oblivion. 

n^ime  gives  to  Death  a  ,1ob  of  work  taking  care  of  all  who  are  tired 
But  so^^?i^es  the  Big  Junk  Man  comes  earlier  than  need  be  to  take   brch.^m  Lincoln 
as  cSvarTtook  Jesus  earlier  than  normal.      But  The  Cross  was  a  ^^^-V^-"; 
owelty,  mockery,  agony,  then  the  long  long  restful  peace,  the  p-eaoe  th.t  comes  lo 
an  gr^dparents.      Beautifully  so  what  se^ed  an  infinite  shame  was  changed  by 
human  love,  divine  insight  into  an  eternity  of  honoxir. 


Spirit  over  History. 

Aim  was  as  average  a  lovely  baby  as  any  mother  could  desire:  neither 
hospitel  nor  surgeon  boded  ai«r  ill.     All  the  nurses  in  maternity  smiled  as 
mother  and  bal^  went  home. 

Laughing  dancing  sprite  of  mischief,  wheedling  father,  ^^^l^J^^^^F'^ 
Ann's  SuSooHn^that  life  was  dPyful.     Eyes  aquiver,  sprite  fJolj>hism, 
n^?  ^rvice  thrilled  her  ardour  when  war  called  her  courage;  armistice 
celebrations  added  joy  to  hope:  her  bridegroom  came. 

Through  marriage  hymn  in  radiant  beauty,  of  quiet  voice,  in  dress  ^iscre^* 
vows  eSged,  in  iue  lime  came  two  sons,  and  one  dog.     So  the  Uttle  English 
homo  was  ccaqpleted;  mortgage  not  yet  paid  vp. 

Then,  then,  awesome,  silent,  little  warning,  pain  darkened  f^^^' 
r,«ln  blafeied  her  night.      Deep,  deep,  savage,  short  stabs:  then,  then,  muscled 
a??  goLfSle  knew  iS'her  waking  agony  that  polio  knows  no  corrpasslon. 

Tea    the  Sister  of  Mercy  was  there  with  words,  with  a  skilled  touch  to 
preveS  in^  LoJ;^  in  her  Ln  saliva;  but  Ann  could  then  --^^-^STe 

of  churchco^ort  and  wondered  if  being  saved  from  ^^^^^'^J^^^^^ked- 
^^aphed  stabs  of  pain.  And  in  the  far  recesses  of  the  alert  mind  Satan  mocked, 
♦Chance  is  Lord,  curse  God  and  die.  * 

Resurrection,  sprite  of  mischief,  Ann  the  Wren  gave  God  smart  salute;  spirit 

cent  of  her  one  time  athletic  frame. 

Yet    her  spirit  triumphed.     Though  life  depended  now  on  iron  Imig,  she  would 
r.ever''fe;ve^t,'to  eke  orfamily  budget  ^i^^J-^-^^.^^^S^^  ^C" 
and  became  a  sprite  of  Fleet  Street.      In  that  street  o^^^^^ing  ^J^^ 
had  ever  conriuered  such  disability  nor  surfaced  again  after  near  drowning  in  sucn 
strange  oce&ji. 

™h  an  trial  her  1^  and  patiej^.i^^^ 

council  job,  in  oerrtoe  to  a  love  and  a  wife         "°":.„iiver  this  courage,  never 
home.     The  oiMlnaiy  can  be  ertraordlnary.  ^J\f?i„  The  Everlasting 

a  gunshot,  never  a  slanted  Joke,  never  ^^^^^^  Zlll     The  Home  is 

Mercy  would  ™.ve  through  every  home  in  our Jl^flif  speaking  wor  Q. 
the  granite  rook  upon  which  parliament  is  builded. 

^en  a  visitor  called  ^'•P.^^jjt^J^'lJXd  ^rCo^^ass^rthircoa^s. 

glance  lay  buried.     In  her  The  Eternal  Feminine  touched  Dy^  Vo^er. 

'Zl  ^Tu^f  °a"e'^rd  '^i  rdeS^^^^runle'r^^dueU::  tu  was  i^  the 
"uS^list  ^es  th^t  fived  ;ith  death,  yet  looked  on  life  even  Joyously. 

Certainly,  a  thousand  thousand  Bto'^-^"^^?"-?^:^  H  fio^e  tf^ibi:  ^^^d 
one  illustration.      Death  must  take  ^^l*ZlT±ne^ie^c^  be  met  with  Courage. 
Of  mankl^  than  death;  yet_ej,en_this.^  paln^f-r^an^  
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